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SAHS ANNUAL REPORT 2006
43RDSAHS ANNUAL MEETING
Madison A venue Presbyterian Church
921 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10021

1. AGENDA FOR THE BUSINESS MEETING
2.

REPORTS
A. Minutes of the Meeting,
Juerg Siegenthaler
B. President's Report
Heinz Bachmann
C. Elections Report
Rosa Schupbach
D. Membership Report,
Ernest Thurston
E. Treasurer's Report
GionMatthias Schelbert
F.

Audit Report,
Ernest Thurston

G. SAHS Publications
Dwight Page
H. Report on SAHS-Switzerland
Fred Jenny
3.

PROGRAM FOR THE AFTERNOON MEETING
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FORTY-THIRD SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
October 7, 2006, New York

AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call to Order
2. Approval of the Minutes of the 42nd Annual Meeting of Oct. I, 2005
3. President's Report: Hein z B. Bachmann
4. Special Report on Swiss Roots: Ambassador Raymond Loretan and/or
Roots project manager
5. Elections: Board of Advisors, Class of 2006-2009: Rosa Schupbach
6. Membership Report: Ernest Thurston
7. Treasurer's Report: GionMatthias Schelbert
8. Audit Report: Ernest Thurston
9. Report on SAHS Review: Prof H. Dwight Page
10. Report on SAHS-Switzerland: Fred Jenny
11. New Business
12. Next Annual Meeting
13. Adjournment
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2. Reports
A. Minutes of the Forty-Third Annual Business Meeting of
the Swiss American Historical Society
New York, NY October 7, 2007

1. The meeting is called to order at 10:05 AM.
2.

Last year's minutes are approved unanimously.

3. President's Report
Various donations are gratefully acknowledged.
The President reviews the publication projects and suggests that
new books be launched in special events in the future.
The book editorship is transferred from Leo Schelbert to Jtirg
Siegenthaler.
The Society lent support and advice to various contacts here and
abroad. In the coming year, it will support a number of new projects such as
the Lesquereux Archive and a research project on current Swiss emigration,
named Out of Switzerland. The sense of the Meeting is to lend support to the
latter only once field work has started successfully.
The President thanks Rosa Schupbach, Fred Jenny, and the other officers for
their services.

4.

Special Report on Swiss Roots

Daniel Hunn, Deputy Consul General, reported on the achievements of
the Swiss Roots project, which fosters interconnectedness between the one
million Americans of Swiss descent and their country of origin
Special events took place in a number of locations in the U.S. this year.
Media coverage and participation by celebrities gave the project a good
profile.
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The network of organizations that were involved is to be maintained.
Presence Switzerland will continue to promote research, science, and
education initiatives throughout next year.
The exhibition on Ellis Island, "Small Numbers-Big
to the Landesmuseum in Zurich.

Impact," will go

The Swiss Roots website was very successful and will be continued as a
permanent resource.

5.

Elections

All members of the 2003-2006 class of the Board of Advisors are renominated to serve as the Class of 2007-2009:
Franz von Arx, Susan Keller, Dwight Page, Simone Schoch, and
David Sutton.
They are unanimously elected.

6.

Membership Report

The membership saw a three-percent increase; there were fewer dropouts and more new members, including two new life members. Twenty
percent of members come to the annual meeting.
The President reminds us that we still need to improve. A survey
provided clues on how to recruit new members, including personal contacts.
Better contacts with Swiss societies are suggested, as well as a new flyer
and its placement. The Review could be used in a targeted fashion. A
website will be developed by GionMatthias Schelbert and Ernest Thurston
jointly.

7.

Treasurer's Report

See the data provided below. It is suggested that part of the Society's
assets be moved to a somewhat less profitable, but more stable and
conservative, account. The sense of the meeting is in support of that. The
accounts overall and the proposed budget for 2006-07 are approved
unanimously.
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Audit

Ernest Thurston will be submitting an auditing report , to be
published in the Review.

9.

SAHS Review

Various excellent articles are forthcoming.
There is a new
translator available. It is our experience that most contributors will become
members. It is suggested that the Review will be represented at scholarly
meetings such as the MLA's in order to heighten exposure.

10. Report on SAHS Switzerland
There were unfortunately some years of inactivity. Starting in
January, Fred Jenny will take action: contact members, organize meetings in
Switzerland, obtain dues, and expand the membership.

11. No New Business

12. Next year's Annual Meeting will be on Saturday , October 6, 2007 , in
Washington, DC.

13. Adjournment
The meeting is adjourned at 12:30 PM.

Submitted by Jtirg Siegenthaler, Recording Secretary
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B. President's Report
Welcome and call to order. Before we start the business of the day, let me
extend a special welcome to Mr. Daniel Hunn, Deputy Consul General,
representing Ambassador Loretan who actually is out of the country. Mr.
Hunn is going to bring us up-to-date on the Swiss Roots project. This might
well be our last contact with Mr. Hunn - at least for a while - as he is
scheduled to leave his present position in New York within the next few
days. We wish you much success in your new assignment as Economic
Counselor at the Swiss Embassy in Moscow. By the way - as most of you
probably know already - Ambassador Loretan is also scheduled to take over
a new assignment soon and is likely to leave New York within the next few
months.
Let me also welcome Fred Jenny, the Society's Vice President
Switzerland, who made the long trip from Zurich not only because of this
meeting, but mostly because of it. As you have seen on the agenda, he will
inform us later on this morning about what is going on over there.
One quick point about the program. When the invitations were sent out,
it was not yet clear whether there would be a reception at the end of the day.
It is clear now. Mr. Hunn has graciously invited all participants to a
reception starting around 5 o'clock at the residence of Ambassador Loretan,
which is within walking distance. Rosa Schupbach will provide directions.

Donations. Before reporting on last year's activities, let me first express our
sincere thanks to a number of generous donors. First and foremost, to the
Swiss Society of New York, which donated $1,000 collected during their
traditional Winter Ball. If the rumor mill is correct, the suggestion to donate
the proceedings of this year's raffle to our Society came from Dr. Ammann
Durrer. Hence, our thanks also to her for having thought about us. Secondly,
to the Paroz family who made an additional contribution of $500 to their
earlier endowment; as you will learn in a moment, we propose to spend it
immediately. Finally, as Ernie Thurston, our Membership Secretary will
report in a minute, the Society received two new life memberships.
Book publishing. The most spectacular event of the year, clearly, was
publication of the Ammann Family Genealogy, translated by Dr. Margot
Ammann Durrer and largely financed by her family. This beautiful work is
sticking out as a real jewel among the long line of books published by our
society over the years. Both Dr.Durrer and Picton Press deserve much credit
for this. As you know, this afternoon we are going to hear some personal
reminiscences by Dr. Durrer, this time not about her famous bridge-building
father but about her also well known dentist husband.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol43/iss1/5
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Less spectacular but equally important was the substantial additional
work done during the year on Lesquereux, based on extensive research
carried out in the US as well as in Switzerland. As a result, this publication
has expanded from a straight forward translation of Lesquereuxs Lettres
Ecrites d'Amerique into a much more ambitious, exciting book about this
remarkable bryologist from Neuchatel, the men and the scientists of his
time. Much credit for these major improvements goes to Donald Tritt and
Wendy Everham who have invested much time, and considerable financial
resources, in this endeavor. Their efforts are much appreciated. The text is
now ready to go to the printer, and the book will be distributed within a few
months.
Concerning the Otto Wyss book, translation has been completed and the
draft is now being worked over carefully by the editor. As mentioned at last
year's Annual Meeting, much of the translation costs were covered by the
Wyss family. With some luck the book might be ready before the end of the
new fiscal year. As I shall mention later, we plan to use the publication of
both the Lesquereux and the Wyss books as occasions to organize formal
book launchings as one means of getting our Society better known and,
hence, to increase membership.
Finally, a last very important event concerning book publishing was the
change of the Society's book editor. After 26 years Leo Schelbert has
resigned - this time, it seems, definitely - having served the last year or so
as de facto editor after Nicole Butz's resignation. I am very pleased to report
that our recording secretary Dr. Jtirg Siegenthaler , Professor Emeritus at
American University, has agreed to take over, his first project being the Otto
Wyss book.

In a brief ceremony, Wendy Everham (in absentia), Donald Tritt, and Leo
Schelbert are each presented with some bottles of wine in recognition of
their outstanding services to the Society.
The SAHS Review, in its first two editions of the year, published three quite
different but equally outstanding articles; the very personal memoirs of
Ellen Carney-Ernst a 1940s immigrant about her childhood in Zurich; a
scholarly article by Prof. Mannone of Hiwassee College about the life and
work of the distinguished physicist and 1925 immigrant Fritz Zwicky; and a
very carefully researched history of the Imesch family from the Upper
Valais, by Marianne Burkhard, based in part on an interview with the 2nd
generation immigrant Bishop Imesch of Joliet, IL. Ellen Carney's article
was based on her book From Here ...... to There, copies of which are on
display here today. In the budget for the coming year that will be discussed
in a minute it is proposed to award a $500 Gonzenbach prize to Ellen
Carney for her charming book. Also, the Society plans to buy a few copies
of the book for special occasions.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2007
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Let me use this occasion to quickly say a few words about prizes and
awards. As you may remember, in the mid-l 990s the Society had received
two endowments from the Paroz and Gonzenbach families to be used to
grant awards or prizes for specially deserving projects like the Steinhauer
film. The last time these awards were granted was in 2000. We felt it was
time to restart this tradition, not least out of respect and gratitude to the
donors and considering that there were two outstanding candidates. A
second will be proposed in a minute.
As was the case last year, the Review's June issue was somewhat
special. It presented a single article prepared by Dr. Margot Ammann
Durrer. Her text both summarizes and complements the Ammann book
by presenting a number of interesting and amusing family stories not
included there, sometimes, as she mentioned herself, going beyond the
limits of a faithful archivist and indulging in a bit of fantasy ....There is
of course, nothing wrong with that as long as it is done knowingly.
In the coming year, it is proposed to follow the same approach, with two
issues of the traditional kind and one focusing on a single subject.
As usual, there were numerous requests for help and advice.
Concerning advice, the new Swiss Roots website was a big help for
answering genealogical/family related questions. Other questions, however,
were more difficult to answer such as how to find a picture of the Hotel San
Gotthardo in San Francisco around 1900 to be used in an upcoming Swiss
film on Ticinese immigration; or what the abbreviations L. s. and D. stood for
indicating the currency used in a wine advertisement published on January
4, 1817 in the Feuille d'Avis des Montagnes, a Neuchatel newspaper. The
first questioner was referred to the Pro Ticino North California Swiss Club;
on the second question, which came from one of our own members, I did
some research, learned a lot but found no definitive answer.
On help, i.e. financial help and assistance, the Society received several
requests and has provided - or in some cases promised - support for a
number of projects. The most important by far is the film Citizen Fred. It
tells the story of an 18 year old Swiss farm boy who emigrated to California
to work on his uncle's farm but within 18 months finds himself drafted and
sent to Korea to fight in the frontlines in spite of his lack of citizenship and
limited knowledge of English. Today he still lives in California as a happy
grandfather. Mr. Stich, the Swiss filmmaker, had approached the Society
last December; we felt the project was worth supporting and that a grant of
$1,000 would be appropriate. It is included in the proposed new budget in
the form of a Paroz award. However, given the relatively high amount Mr.
Stich was informed that the expenditure - which of course had not been
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budgeted for - needed prior approval by the Annual Meeting. He had no
problem with that; his only request was for a very formal looking letter from
the President expressing the Society's strong support for the project, which
he could then use in his fund-raising efforts in Switzerland. Obviously, he
was successful in this endeavor. In August the Society was informed that the
film had been completed and would be presented publicly at the Embassy on
Nov. 9. As you have seen in the Annual Meeting invitation, it will be shown
privately at the end of this afternoon.
In the context of the exhibition Small Number - Big Impact on Ellis
Island this summer, the Verein Migrationsmuseum published a book with
the same title in German and English presenting a number of short
biographies of famous Swiss immigrants. Leo Schelbert was part of the
panel of distinguished authors. At one stage we were considering a bulk
purchase of the book for distribution to our members but found the quoted
price of $30 plus delivery very unattractive; it would have resulted in total
costs of close to $9,000. However, if you are interested you will find a stack
of flyers about the book on the tables to your right to take home.
Through the Consulate General in Chicago, the Society was approached
by a free-lance Swiss journalist for some support of her trip to the US to writ
about Tell City Indiana. A $500 grant was approved. During and after a
lunch at the Consulate General Leo Schelbert had the opportunity to talk
with the journalist at length, among others about our Society and in two of
her articles published in Swiss newspapers SAHS was mentioned.
A very different kind of request - for less than $100 - was received from
and granted to a Swiss exchange student at a high school in Iowa. It was
covering part of the costs of her going on a one-week missionary trip to
Honduras with her class to expand the students' vision of the world through
service and bringing help to poor children. How on earth she had learned
about our Society has remained a mystery.
For this coming year, two new project proposals have been submitted to the
Society for possible financial help.
First the Lesquereux family, with the help of Donald Tritt, plans to
create a Lesquereux Archive - possibly at the Ohio State University Library
- to bring together and safeguard the large number of documents collected
with great efforts by them and by Donald during the course of preparing the
Lesquereux book. This certainly is a worthwhile undertaking deserving our
Society's support. The project would fit nicely into the formal New-BookRelease planed in Columbus, OH for next spring. In the proposed budget for
the coming year, a grant of $1,000 is included for approval.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2007

9

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 43 [2007], No. 1, Art. 5

2007]

Annual Meeting

77

Second, a few weeks ago, an application for help was received from a
Mr. Franz Ebner for a research project Out of Switzerland. This multi-year
study would focus on the question why some 30,000 Swiss emigrate
annually, what their motives are and how these decisions are taken.
Interviews with Swiss emigrants are planned in the Chicago and Frankfurt
areas. This, obviously, is an undertaking much in line with SAHS interests.
Close contacts seem to have been established with the Association of Swiss
Abroad, The Federal Office of Migration in Bern, and the Federal Dept. of
the Interior. But so far, no financing has been forthcoming. Leo has
accepted to act as a scientific advisor to the project and had a lengthy
discussion with Mr. Ebner. Considering the early stage of the project, it is
not proposed to appropriate any funds in this year's budget. Instead, we
propose that the Society send a formal letter to Mr. Ebner stating that SAHS
fully supports the project and would be inclined to participate financially
next year, once field work has started successfully. Not legally binding, but
morally binding.
In concluding, I would like to extend my thanks to a number of Society
members who have played an important role in last year's activities. Among
my fellow officers, my first thanks go to Rosa Schupach, Vice President
North-America, who has almost single handedly planned and organized this
Annual Meeting, as usual making good use of her vast network of friends
and acquaintances in New York. Second to Fred Jenny, Vice President
Switzerland, freshly back from his temporary de-retirement in Abidjan; he
started with enthusiasm the difficult task of re-activating and re-organizing
the Society's Swiss chapter, as he will explain in a minute. GionMatthias
Schelbert as treasurer; Ji.irg Siegenthal as recording secretary - and now also
as book editor; and Ernie Thurston as the experienced old-hand membership
secretary deserve our thanks for their highly appreciated and invaluable
help; so does Dwight Page for his services as editor of the Review. Last but
not least, I continued to rely heavily on inspiration and advice from two old
society hands, Marianne Burkhard and Leo Schelbert, for which I am deeply
grateful.
Talking about inspiration and advice, let me finish by mentioning that
last night a meeting of the Society's officers had been organized, the first
anybody can remember. Being dispersed throughout the entire US, the
evening before the Annual Meeting is virtually the only time in the year the
officers can meet together. We had a very useful, informal exchange of
views on a number of issues; hopefully it can be repeated next year and
eventually become part of the Society's regular procedures.
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C. Elections
The terms of the Board of Advisors, Class of 2003-2006 having expired,
Rosa Schupbach, member of SAHS's Nominating Committee contacted the
five old members who all agreed to be reelected as the Class of 2006-2009.
No other candidates were proposed at the Annual Meeting and the slate of
five was reelected unanimously viz. Franz von Arx, Susan Keller, H.
Dwight Page, Simone Schoch, and David Sutton.

D. Membership Report
To:
From:

Members of the Swiss American Historical Society
Ernie Thurston, Membership secretary

Subject:

Annual Membership Report, 09/30/2006

IN BRIEF: We have 253 current members, a 4% increase over the 243
reported last year at this time.
The number of new members has TRIPLED (from 6 the previous year).
AND the number not renewing has been cut by over half, thanks (it
appears) to the hard work of President Heinz Bachmann.
We have THREE new LIFE members this year, The Rev. Walter Jacob
Baer, Ms. Maralyn Wellauer, and Peter Herdeg. And I want to recognize
and thank Mr.Gerard Paroz ($500) and the Swiss Society of New York
($1000) for their extra and most generou s contributions.

CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:

Membership Type
Regular ($50/yr.)
Student ($25/yr.)
Institution ($75/yr.)
Life Members
Complimentary

US/Canada
118
1
13
41
30
203

Switz./Other
29
2
4
7

Total
147
3
17
48

_a

..18.

50

253

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2005 to 09/30/2006
Members as of 10/01/2005
243
Plus: New Members Enrolled
22
Plus: Former Members (not "Current " last year) who have rejoined
0
-8
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
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Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
Current Members, 09/30/2005

253

:..1

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY AND STATE:
AK .. .... .. .. ... .. 1
KY .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 1
NJ ...... .... .. .. .. 5
VA ............... 7
CA ... .. .. .. .. .. 13
LA ... ...... ... .. . 3
NV ............... 2
VT .... .... .. ... .. 2
CO ............... 1
MA .............. 3
NY ............. 24
W A2 ............. .
CT .. .... .. .. ... .. 1
MD ..... .. .. ..... 8
OH .... .. ..... .. 10
WI .. .. .. ... .. .. 19
DC ............... 6
ME .............. 1
OR ............... 2
WV .............. 1
DE ............... 3
MI ................ 1
PA ............... 8
BC, Canada . 1
RI ................ 1
ON, Canada. 2
FL ................ 3
MN .............. 8
GA ............... 2
MO .............. 1
SC ................ 5
QB, Canada . 1
SD ... .. .... .. ... . 2
Germany ... .. . 1
HI .. ......... .. .. . 1
MS ... .. .. .... .. .. 1
IA ................ 2
MT .............. 1
TN ............... 5
Switzerland 49
IL ............... 22
NC ............... 8
TX ............... 4
IN ................ 4
NH . .. .. .. .. .. .... 2
UT ..... .. .. ... .. . 3

Comments by Heinz Bachmann, President:
Let me add a few words to what Ernie just reported so as to put things in
perspective and report on action undertaken during last year.
1. This is the first time in 4 years the Society did not suffer a net loss
of members, but actually showed a small increase (+ 10 versus 22).
See Annex Table 1: SAHS Membership Annual Losses and Gains
2. Half of the improvement is due to a sharp fall in the number of
drop-outs (from 28 to 12). Different from Ernie's remark, this
resulted almost entirely from his particularly strong efforts to
follow up on non-payers; just not taking no for an answer. 1st
notice, 2 nd notice, telephone call. The number of 12 is way below
the average of the last 10 years (35.9)
3. Half resulted from a sharp rebound in new recruitments from the
extremely low level of last year (6 to 22) - for which I might claim
some minor credit - but the number still remained below the 10
year average (25).
4. In spite of these one-year improvements the Society clearly is not
out of the woods yet; the situation remains fragile and the outlook
uncertain. Major efforts to increase membership are still needed.

As you might remember, the issue of declining membership and of possible
counter-measures was discussed at some length last year. Among others it
was suggested that a limited survey be conducted to provide information
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about where to look for prospective members and how to contact them. In
the spring I carried out such a survey among the nearly 70 members who
had joined the Society during the previous eight years and were still
members at the time. The assumption was that these relatively new members
would resemble the most closely the kind of people the Society would like
to recruit. 32 answers were received. The response rate varied from a very
satisfactory 61 % for individual members in the US, to only 10% in
Switzerland, and zero for institutional members. Hence, the results are
representative only for individual members in the US; however, given that
over the last eight years this group accounted for 75% of the total number of
new entrants, these data are still very useful.[A two-page summary of the
survey results is provided in the Annex ].

Who are these new members?
1. They are surprisingly old. Nearly 90% of the 32 respondents are
over 50; none younger than 31.
These findings are in line with the brutal experience I made last
spring when I mailed out 100 flyers about our Society to all Swiss
working at the World Bank and the IMF or had retired from these
institutions.
I thought - naively as it turned out - that among this fairly
sophisticated group of immigrants one could expect some interest in
SAHS. Wrong! From the 80 presently employed Swiss- ranging
mostly from their late 20ies to their late 40ies - the response was
zero, zilch. Only from the 20 retirees did three positive answers
come back, all former colleagues and friends of mine.
2. Given this obvious lack of interest among younger people it is not
surprising that over half of the respondents are retired.
3. Most of them must have been living in the US for quite some time;
even though half said they were 1st generation immigrants, 61 %
indicated English as their mother tongue.
4. They are spread over 17 states, with 5 states accounting for over
half of the total: New York, Wisconsin 4 each; New Jersey,
Tennessee, California 3 each.

What made these new members join SAHS?
1. Nearly 60% were introduced to SAHS through friends/colleagues.
Clearly, in the past this was by far the most effective way of
recruiting new members. The late Charles Ziegler was among the
names mentioned most often in this respect. SAHS publications
( 17%) were a distant second; internet and professors well behind.
2. Nearly half mentioned Swiss history as their main field of interest
well ahead of Swiss-American-relations;
genealogy; and
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immigration (about 18 - 15 % each). This should be kept in mind
by the editor of the SAHS Review.

How could these prospective, new members best be reached?
1. About a third are members of a Swiss Club. Hence, a SAHS
presence at some key Swiss Club events could reach a substantial
number of prospective members. This motivated the Society's
participation at this year's August 1st celebration of the New York
Swiss Club, with Elsbeth Reimann and Jiirg Siegenthaler holding
the fort. While it is too early to know the concrete results of this
effort, clearly the Society's booth had attracted much interest. We
should seriously think about repeating this activity elsewhere.
The New York experience also highlighted the need for creating
our own website.
Many interested visitors immediately inquired about the SAHS
website.
2.

3.

Concerning the idea of advertising in a select number of
periodicals or have them publish articles about the Society, the
survey results are fairly clear:
a. There is only one periodical, the Swiss Review, that is read
by a sufficiently large number of respondents (2/3), to
make an effort clearly worthwhile. An article about SAHS
has been prepared and submitted for publication, possibly
in the November issue.
b. Five percent of the respondents read the The New Swiss
Journal making it a marginal candidate for advertising.
c. About a third are members of a Historical Association and
read their publications. But of the 21 such associations
mentioned, only one (Wisconsin Historical Soc.) was
mentioned more than once. Hence, little could be expected
of advertising in any of their periodicals.
d. Six (20%) are members of eleven different Genealogical
Associations and read their publications; none was
mentioned more than once.

Concerning the idea of the Society making itself better known
among professors and students at colleges and universities, the
survey results are not encouraging: only 3 (10%) of the
respondents are full time professors and none are students. Given
this low rate, and considering the general lack of interest among
young people (as mentioned before) this idea has not been pursued
further.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol43/iss1/5
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4.

Last year we also discussed the possibility of using the publication
of new books as an occasion for making the Society better known,
by organizing well-publicized, formal new-book-releases or book
launchings at appropriate locations. There are plans to do this with
the Lesquereux book next spring (Columbus, OH) and with the
Otto Wyss book as soon as it will be ready (Southern California).

5.

We had also discussed the possibility of displaying some
promotional material about the Society in the ante-rooms of the
different Consulates General as local Swiss Clubs have been doing
for years. An attractive but expensive way would be to regularly
send a number of additional copies of the Review for display [each
Consulate General receives one copy anyway]. But we could also
up-date and re-issue the very attractive flyer prepared five years
ago and send a small stock to each CG to be replenished regularly
according to demand - so as not to make it a one-shot effort as the
Society did in 2002. I discussed this idea with the deputy CG in
Washington and found him very supportive. His only negative
remark was that very few Swiss ever show up in his ante-room;
only to renew their passports. More could be reached if the
promotional material could be displayed at the numerous cultural
events organized by the Embassy and the CGs. We are looking
into this.

6.

Finally, the Wisconsin experience. Traditionally, Wisconsin had a
particularly large number of SAHS members. But, like
everywhere else, membership fell sharply during the early 2000s.
Different from everywhere else, however, it has since fully
recovered. As a result, in Wisconsin there is today one SAHS
member for every 300,000 inhabitants compared with nearly
800,000 in New York and over 2 mo. in California.
This atypical trend can be explained largely by the close working
relationship established with the New Glarus Historical Society
during preparation of the special issue of the Review on New
Glarus as well as by the much improved relations with the Swiss
Center of North America. While it would certainly not be
appropriate to select future articles to be published in the Review
primarily from the perspective of how best to recruit new
members, this aspect should always be kept in mind.
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To sum up, it is proposed that during this year the membership recruitment
drive focus on six actions:
1. Increased SAHS participation in key Swiss Club events, such as
Aug. I celebrations. As the New York experience has shown, this
would seem by far the most effective way to recruit new members;
almost as effective as the late Dr. Ziegler. However, it is a very
demanding undertaking, not so much financially as humanly.
Outside New York, Washington DC., and the Chicago area, where
could sufficient numbers of volunteers be found? Hence, a call to
arms; suggestions are welcome, volunteers even more.
2. Creation of a SAHS own website.
3. Organization of one or two formal, well-publicized new-book
launchings.
4. Some possible advertising in The New Swiss Journal.
5. Displaying promotional material in most or all of the seven
Consulates General. Publication of a new flyer?
6. Using the Review more systematically and purposefully as a means
of attracting new members by giving increased importance to
articles on Swiss history and by publishing more New Glarus type
issues.
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E. Treasurer's Report
by GionMatthias Schelbert, Treasurer

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE SWISS AMERICAN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
For the 2005-2006 Fiscal Year (Oct.1 2005 to Sept. 30, 2006)
Submitted to the Annual Membership Meeting, Oct. 7, 2006, in New York Ci1
BALANCE SHEET

Opening
Closing
10/1/2005 9/30/2006
2,596 .42 4,003 .95
72,416 .13 79,244 .33

ASSETS
ASSETS

101 Checking Account
102 Vanguad ST AR Fund

ASSETS

103 Capital Assets

0.00

0.00

ASSETS

104 Petty Cash

0.00

0.00

ASSETS

105 Pre-Paid Expenses

TOTAL ASSET.

167.80

0.00

75,180.35

83,248 .28

LIABILTIES

201 Accounts Payable

0.00

0.00

LIABILTIES

202 Restricted Funds

0.00

0.00

LIABILTIES

203 Other Payables

0.00

0.00

EQUITY

299 Net Worth

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

OPERATING
STATEMENT
INCOME

(75 ,180.35) (83,248.28)

Amount
301 Annual Dues

8,034 .00

302 Donations

5,425 .00

INCOME

305 Vanguard STAR

Dividends

306 Vanguard Capital

Appreciation 5,309 .38
19,649 .67

EXPENSES

403 Postage, Administr .

EXPENSES

404 Publications

EXPENSES

408 Honorariums

881 .29

3,673.47
Includes cost of shipping SAH s
Journals
5,594 .00 Includes $5,000 translation to
Wyss Book
12,051.47
7,598 .20

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2005-2006 FY
INCOME
301 Annual Dues : US
301 Annual Dues : Swiss
302 Donations

7,000 .00
Branch

2,500 .00
0.00

INCOME

303 Meeting Fees

0.00

INCOME

304 Book Sales

0.00

INCOME
INCOME
TOTAL INCOME

$3 ,500 from Wyss Family
Foundation

2,784.00

TOTAL EXPENS
NET INCOME

INCOME
INCOME

I

(75 ,180.35) (83,248.28)

INCOME

INCOME
TOTAL INCOME

NOTES:

305 Vanguard ST AR Fund Dividends
1,600 .00
306 Vanauard Capital
Appreciation 2,000 .00
13,100.00
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EXPENSES

401 Annual Meeting

0.00

EXPENSES

402 Donations

0.00

EXPENSES
EXPENSES
EXPENSES
EXPENSES
TOTAL EXPENS

403 Postage, Administr .
404 Publication , Review
404 Publication, books
405 Professional Services

500.00
5,500.00
8,100 .00
600 .00
14,700.00

Lesquereux 5,600 ; Wyss 1,500
Membership drive

SAHS; PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2006-2007
Income
301
Annual Dues: US
301
Annual Dues: Switzerland
302
Donations
303
Annual Meeting Fees
304
Book Sales
340
Vanguard STAR Fund Dividends
306
Vanguard Capital Appreciation
307
Life Membership Paid

7,000
2,000

1,500
2,000
500

Total Income

13,000

Expenses
401
Annual Meeting
402
Donations / Grants
403
Postage, Stationary & Admin.
404
Publication, Review
404
Publication , books
405
Legal & Professional Services

2,500
500
5,500
10,500
1,000

Total Expenses

20,000

Net Result

- 7,000

Additional Notes:
Annual Meeting Fees (303) and Expenses (401) are netted out
Donations/ Grants (402)
Gonzenbach Award to Ellen Carney
Paroz Award to Theo Stich
Contribution to Lesquereux Archive

500
1,000
1,000

Publication, books (404)
Lesquereux,
printing and distribution
New-Book-Release, Columbus
Otto Wyss
printing and distribution

5,000
500
5,000
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Legal & Professional Services (405)
expenses related to the membership drive; advertisements

At first glance, the new budget might look like one of those
irresponsible, unsustainable proposals, cooked up so often by our policy
makers; with expenditures exceeding expected revenues by nearly 50% and
a deficit exceeding 50% of revenues. However, there are a number of
mitigating circumstances.
The largest single expenditure item, publication of the Lesquereux book
and the related new-book release, is not a new budget request but simply a
rollover. A somewhat larger amount had been included in last year's budget,
and even in the budget of the previous year. Instead of having been spent
during the last two years, these funds will be spent during this year.
Disregarding this one expenditure item the projected deficit would reach no
more than a very manageable $1,400.
On the revenue side, returns on the Society's investments, as usual, are
difficult to project. In the past - as we have just learned - SAHS has been
doing very well indeed. Projections for the coming year are cautiously
optimistic. Collection of annual dues remained substantially below budget
last year as once again no funds were received from Switzerland. As Fred
Jenny will explain in a moment, there are good reasons to assume that the
Society's Swiss chapter will finally resume transferring funds to the US
account on a regular basis.
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F. Audit Report
As mentioned in the Treasurer's Report, the Society's accounts will be
audited by Ernie Thurston once the final bank statements have been
received. His audit report will be submitted to the President for publication
in the SAHS Review as an annex to the Annual Meeting Report.

G. Report on SAHS Review
by H. Dwight Page, Editor of the SAHS Review
The most noteworthy thing regarding the SAHS Review this year is the fact
that there has been a marked increase in contributions by faculty members
from across the United States and Europe. In 2006-2007 readers will see
articles and book reviews written by faculty representing the University of
Lausanne, St. Mary's College of California, the University of Illinois at
Chicago, Brigham Young University, and SUNY Potsdam. Readers should
be aware that these contributors often do become members of the Society, so
I would be grateful if you would encourage your local college and university
faculty in departments of History, Political Science, English, French,
German, Religion and Philosophy to submit brief articles and book reviews
to me for consideration. Articles and book reviews published in the Review
are used nationwide by faculty in the annual professional review and tenure
review process. Deans and tenure committees regularly acknowledge and
accept research for our Society in making promotion and tenure decisions.
Indeed colleagues have told me on several occasions that their deans and
colleagues at leading universities have commented quite favorably upon the
quality of the research appearing in the SAHS Review. Therefore, any
contacts which you readers might make on the Society's behalf with your
local colleges and universities can definite! y be beneficial to our Society's
membership recruitment process. Persons wishing to submit a contribution
to the Review for consideration for possible publication should contact me
with a brief description of their project at: pagedwig@hiwassee.edu.
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H. Report on SAHS Activities in Switzerland
by Fred Jenny, Vice President (Switzerland)
President Bachmann, Consul General Hunn,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
'The Swiss American Historical Society in Switzerland'. I could now just
state: "It has been sleeping" for a number of years", and close.
You elected me Vice President for Switzerland almost exactly one year ago.
Two weeks later, I could take over the 'dormant' files from my predecessor.
She and her own predecessor let 'SAHS in Switzerland' sleep for a long
time. A very few days later, I had to depart for the Swiss Embassy in
Abidjan unexpectedly for my fifth assignment in Africa.
In the meantime, 'SAHS in Switzerland' unfortunately continued to sleep.
Due to these years of inactivity, many obligations have been neglected. No
meeting of members in Switzerland has been organized. Since no invoices
were sent out, no dues have come in, particularly for 2006.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

In order to correct this, I pledge to take the following actions, beginning in
January because I will be travelling until then:
Inform the members in Switzerland about the present situation; and
encourage them to remain on board.
Organi ze a meeting in Switzerland. In my view, this can only be done in
Zurich, geographically the really central point of Switzerland.
Since members in Switzerland have continued to receive the SAHS
publications, I will make an effort to obtain their dues retroactively.
We also have to try to expand membership in Switzerland.
And finally contribute again to the budget of SAHS.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I therefore suggest that you further extend your patience with Switzerland and me! - at this point. I am confident that this might finally produce
positive results.
Thank you!

(There were no questions by the audience.)
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I. Next Annual Meeting
The next Annual Meeting is scheduled to take place on Saturday, Oct. 6,
2007 at the Embassy of Switzerland in Washington DC.
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Annexes
SAHS Membership, Annual Losses and Gains, 1996-2006

SAHS Questionnaire, Summary Table

Audit Report 2005 - 2006
To be prepared and submitted by Ernie Thurston

SAHS Membership Annual Losses and Gains, 1996 - 2006
Drop-out
Old members

New members
enrolled

Net
-

2005/6

12

22

+ 10

2004/5

28

6

- 22

2003/4

25

15

- 10

2002/3

57

13

- 44

2001/2

26

37

+ 11

2000/1

22

8

- 14

1999/0

41

28

- 13

1998/9

34

59 1/

+ 25 1/

1997/8

33

20

- 13

1996/7

81

44

- 37

Total (all IO years) 359
Annual average
35.9

252
25.2

- 107
- 10.7

Total (last 6 years) 170
Annual average
28.3

101
16.8
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1/ including 7 old members who rejoined
Bae 10/8/05 / Sept. 2006 / 11/28/06

SAHS Questionnaire, Summary Table
Mother Tongue
English
German
French

Age
31 - 50
4
over50
28
(of which at least 5 over 70)
Total
32

32

State of Residence
East
New York
4*
New Jersey
3
Maryland
1

Center North
Center South
3
Illinois
2
Tennessee
Iowa
1
1
Georgia* *
1
Louisiana
Michigan
1
Minnesota
2
Missouri
1
Ohio
1
Wisconsin
4
12
5
Total
8
* incl. 3, residing part time in Switzerland
** joined in Georgia, now residing in Switzerland
Profession
Retired
No detail
Librarian
Teacher
Hotel management
Gov. /coin business
Clothing designer
Consul General
Attorney
Doctor/ I 2rofessor
Total

7½
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
16½

Ancestry
1st gen.
16 ½

3rd gen.
7

2 nd gen.

3 Y2

Active
Legal secretary
Swiss Center of NA
Network technician
Labor relations
Landscaping architect
Insurance, finance
President (?)
Attorney
Engineer/ /2rofessor

over 3
2 Y2

1
½
1
1
1
3
1
1
4
13½

none
1 Y2

West
Alaska
1
Washington 1
1
Oregon
1
Nevada
California
3

7

Others
Mom
Housewife

1
1

2

n.a.
1

Total
32

Remark: if a couple has two different ancestries each is counted as one half
person
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1st Contacts with SAHS
professor/ advisor
friends / colleagues
internet
SAHS publications
others
n.a.
Total

2
17½
2½
4
4
2
32

What attracted you towards SAHS?
Swiss immigration
3.9 (10)
Swiss-American relations
4.9 (12)
Swiss history in general
14.8 (26)
genealogy
5.1 ( 13)
free publications
1.6 ( 5)
help and advice
0.7 ( 2)
31.0 (68)

Remarks: The question on attraction allowed multiple answers. 21 of the
respondents took advantage of this possibility, some listing as many as 5
different attractions; 7 indicated Swiss history as their one and only interest;
one listed immigration only, one Swiss-American relations, and one
genealogy. In toto 68 attractions were listed as detailed in the second
column. In the first column answers were weighted by the number of
attractions indicated by each respondent, e.g. for a respondent indicating
three attractions each of these was entered in the respective line with 1/3,
etc. This adds up to a total of 31 plus one no-answer.

Member of a Swiss Club
Yes
Very active
Moderately
Not active
Not member
No answer
Total

11
( 5)
( 2)

Member of a Historical
Association
14
Yes
( 7)
Active
(12)
Reading publication

Member of a Genealogical
Association
Yes
6
( 4)
Active
Reading publication ( 7)

( 4)

19

Not member

.lli

Not member

26

Total

32

_1

32

Total

32

Reading Habits
Swiss Review
The New Swiss Journal
Other journals on history,
genealogy, Switzerland
None of the above

21
6

Members of Academia who could be
contacted at a College or University
Full time
3
Part time
1

3
7

Bae 7/2006
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Audit Report 2005 - 2006
I have thoroughly examined the financial records and reports of the Swiss
American Historical Society for the fiscal year 2005-2006, as presented by
the Treasurer in his Annual Financial Report, and find everything accurate
and complete.
Asheville, North Carolina
Ernie Thurston
Decmber 11th , 2006
Auditor Appointed by President Heinz Bachmann

3. PROGRAM OF THE AFTERNOON MEETING
Moderator: Dr. Hein z B. Bachmann
1:30 p.m.

Stephen P. Halbrook, Ph.D., J.D.
"The Swiss and the Nazis." How the Alpine Republic
Survived in the Shadow of The Third Reich

2:30 p.m.

Break, Coffee, Halbrook Book Signing

2:45 p.m.

Margot Ammann Durrer, M.D.
"Reminiscences of Dr. Gustav Durrer"

3:15 p.m.

Break, Coffee

3:30 p.m.

Presentation of a Film by Theo Stich
"Citizen Fred-The American Dream"

* The meeting will be followed by a reception offered by the Consulate
General.
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